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has been deducted. When the employment prior to the injury extended
over a period of less than fifty-two weeks, the method of dividing
the earnings during that period by the number of weeks and parts
thereof during which the employee earned wages shall be followed,
provided results fair and just to both parties will be thereby obtained.
Where, by reason of a shortness of time during which the employee
has been in the employment of his employer or the casual nature
or terms of his employment, it is impracticable to compute the
average weekly wages as defined in this section, regard shall be had to
the average weekly amount which during the fifty-two weeks previous
to the injury was being earned by a person of the same grade
and character employed in the same class of employment in the
same locality or community.
But when for exceptional reasons the foregoing would be unfair,
either to the employer or employee, such other method of computing
average weekly wages may be resorted to as will most nearly approxi-
mate the amount which the injured employee would be earning were
it not for the injury.
Whenever allowances of any character made to an employee in lieu
of wages are a specified part of the wage contract they shall be
deemed a part of his earnings. For the purpose of this Title the
average weekly wage of all members of the South Carolina State
Guard, regardless of rank, shall be deemed to be forty dollars per
week. Organized voluntary rural firemen and voluntary firemen of
municipalities covered by the provisions of this Title shall be deemed
to receive an average weekly salary of forty dollars. 'Voluntary fire-
men' shall be construed to mean all members of organized volunteer
fire departments, whose membership shall be certified to the city
or town clerk or the chairman of the county governing body by
the chief of the fire department and whose average weekly wage is
less than forty dollars. Provided, that no organized voluntary rural
firemen shall be included under the provisions of this Title unless
approved by the governing body of the county."
SECTION 2. Time effective.-This act shall take effect upon ap-
proval by the Governor.
Approved the 28th day of February, 1964.


